@ Elucidating the taxonomic status of Uvaria sp. (Annonaceae) Eftras
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Introduction

Uvaria L. (Annonaceae, Annonoideae, Uvarieae, Uvariinae) is a large genus consisting of about 171
species widely distributed in Palaeotropics plus Australia [1]. Members of the genus are mostly lianas [2].
Although species of Uvaria exhibit diverse floral morphologies, they all share a stellate indumentum,
which facilitates identification to genus even in the absence of flowers and/or fruits. In Thailand, there are
ca. 24 species of Uvaria reported. Recent expeditions in Chanthaburi Province, southeastern
Thailand have yielded unidentifiable gatherings of Uvaria. This study aims to elucidate
the taxonomic status of this Uvaria sp. through comprehensive morphological
comparisons coupled with molecular phylogenetic inferences.
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As depicted in the phylogenetic tree reconstructed (Figure 1),
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morphology more closely resembles U. grandiflora. However, i
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Uvaria sp. is dissimilar from both U. grandiflora and U. hirsuta by Pyramidarine slegans outrou]
different combinations of traits, such as leaf base, inflorescence

position, degree of petal reflexion at anthesis (Figure 2), number

of stamens per flower (Figure 2) and monocarp surface.

Therefore, based on morphological and molecular phylogenetic

evidence, Uvaria sp. deserves recognition as a new species.
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Figure 2. Floral morphology of Uvaria sp. (left), U. grandiflora (middle) and U. hirsuta (right).
Photographs by Anissara Damthongdee (U. grandiflora), Anutra Satayakul (Uvaria sp.) and
Cerlin Ng (U. hirsuta).
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