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 ABSTRACT 
The study of the behavior of the pygmy hippopotamus (Choeropsis liberiensis) in semi-natural conditions, 

Chiang Mai Zoo. The subject was one adult female observed using the focal sampling method over a period of 

4 months, from December 2025 to March 2026. Behavioral observations were recorded every 5 minutes from 

08:30 a.m. to 04:30 p.m.The behavior was recorded in both qualitative and quantitative data terms. The results 

showed that sleeping was the most frequently observed behavior (65.44%), followed by resting in water 

(13.49%), feeding (9.59%), walking behavior (8.85%), exploratory and vigilance behaviors (2.00%), and excretion 

behavior (0.63%). The pygmy hippopotamus exhibited predominantly sleeping behavior during the morning 

hours, while feeding occurred intermittently throughout the day and was associated with the timing and 

quantity of food provided by zookeepers. 
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